
Getting Started: Understanding the College Process 

1 Draw up a Plan 

• Timelines – deadlines 

• Student and parent tasks 

• Manage it weekly 

2 Determine Your Buying Power 

• Financial capability – with or without financial aid 

• Understand the rules; cost, resources 

3 Create a College List 

• Classics criteria – distance, size, setting 

• Academic interests and hobbies – hold off on majors 

• GPA  - true today with room to grow 

• Affordability is a factor 

4 Keep Developing Your Students 

• Academic – Course Rigor 

• Testing; Talent; Athletics 

• Writing, Time, and Study Skills 

• Personality, character, and Individuality 

5. Experience the Campus 

• Feet on the ground, virtual view, and through conversations 

• Evaluate and investigate as a consumer; ask questions  

• Learn What They Want 

6.  Build a Relationship with Campus Representatives 

• Reverse the Recruitment 

• Show and Express Your Interest 

• Define Your Differentiator 

7. Resources 

• High School Counselor 

• Knowledge Sharing Organizations 

Summer 

• Work – Volunteer 

• Prep for Fall (Draft Essay, Register for Common App, Recommendations) 

• Continue #1 to #6 

 

Contact us if you need help managing these and other activities as you prepare for the fall. 

Get College Going; 617-240-7350; tom@getcollegegoing.com 

Everything Starts with a Conversation 
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