
   
 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

Time invested; time rewarded! 

What kinds of scholarships are available? 

Some scholarships for college are merit-based. You earn them by meeting or exceeding specific 

standards set by the scholarship-giver. Merit scholarships might be awarded based on academic 

achievement or a combination of academics and unique talent, trait, or interest. Additionally, 

some scholarships may also include the factoring of a student/family’s financial need. 

Many scholarships are designed based on specific eligibility criteria such as scholarships for 

women, left-handed people, and golf caddies. Programs are available because of where you or 

your parent(s) work, clubs one belongs too and for your family background (ethnicity, religious 

and military service. 

A scholarship might cover the entire cost of your tuition, or it might be a one-time award of a 

few hundred dollars. Either way, it’s worth applying for, because it’ll help reduce the cost of 

your education.  

________________________________________ 

How do I find scholarships? 

You can learn about scholarships in several ways, including contacting the financial aid office at 

the school you plan to attend and checking information in a public library or online. However, 

be careful. Make sure scholarship information and offers you receive are legitimate, and 

remember that you don't have to pay to find scholarships or other financial aid. Check out our 

information on how to avoid scams. 

Searching for scholarships is part discover, part investigation and a process that requires the 

investment of time. A good search process covers multiple levels, exploring numerous sites 

and uncovering rocks. 
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Start with the Colleges/Universities where one is interested and most importantly accepted 

(understand the difference between those awarded by Admissions and ones requiring separate 

applications) 

Local - town/city/high school counselor’s websites; Funding awarded as part of graduation; 

individual and single source applications. Seniors (and juniors) need to obtain the Guidance 

Department "held" list to get a jump on the competition. 

Then expand the search by County, the county you live in beyond your city or town. 

Statewide - (resident of the specific ST of residency and those awarded through State HE 

agencies) and finally  

Nationwide- Scholarships in this category can offer some of the most significant access to 

programs, however, that also require greater sophistication to the search.  

Tips on Searching 

1.    Don’t expect students to be the primary searcher; it is going to be a much more successful 

experience if the searching is a family affair.   

2.    When using a Google, Bing, Yahoo or a major scholarship search engine, one should avoid 

signing up for programs that appear to be a sweepstake provider. Behind the scene, many 

providers in this area also double as lead generation marketing organizations who turn around 

and sell an applicant’s information. 
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3.    One should be cautious and avoid signing up for programs that appear to be sweepstake 

providers. They usually look for one’s name, address, and demographics. No resume, essay or 

profile matching. http://time.com/money/4665983/scholarship-searches-sell-personal-info/ 

4.    When searching consider querying based on majors, interest, lifestyle, and characteristics 

(i.e., women in STEM, young entrepreneur women, young women leaders in math) 

5.    Keywords: 2019 scholarships, merit award, need-based, honorarium, alumni 

6.    Phrases: “1st generation students”, “never been to college”, “parents didn’t go” 

7.    Search: 

a.     Employers including parents, friends and relatives 

b.    Search Civic and Community Clubs (Mason, Knights, AOH) 

c.    Ethnicity – Faith-Based Organizations– ex: Portuguese-Americans 

d.    Trade Associations - parents, friends, and relatives   

8.    Add a tag with PDF – a great way to bypass the “data miners” and get right to an 

application sitting on the web; don’t be fooled if the app is outdated, many providers are slow 

in updating; go to their website. 

9.    If you utilize a large search site, consider creating a dummy User Name and Password with 

dummy demographics. You will gain access to the site's content without being subject to 

“robocalls and junk mail”.   

10.    Monitor deadlines: programs have a wide range of deadlines and submissions dates. 

Consider searching out at least three months at a time. 

11.    Create a spreadsheet to monitor your submissions and responses plus the ones missed. 

12.    Allocate time - two hours per week to searching and applying; don’t try to overload one’s 

schedule during an already busy time of life. 

13.    Don’t give up after the first year; many scholarship programs are available for upper-class 

students.  

14.    Make it fun: create a game around the process of working on the search; find and apply 

for a scholarship and earn lunch, coffee or a gift card to be used at college. 

Most importantly, don’t give up after freshman year. Keep searching and applying as a rising 

college student. Many providers love to awarded to upper class too!! 



   
 

Search Sites- Google, Bing  

SCHOLARSHIP AMERICA, Fastweb.com, CollegeBoard.org, Cappex, Unigo, Peterson’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


